A GLORIOUS
BEGINNING

ALOK MEHTA

Lide suddenly brightensd in
the wmall alespy rasiway stabiom
al Ameihl during this summes.
Wheress narmally hardly Tour or
fivm strangars would alight at thik
atation evan during the pleasant

days of the year, growds of 30-40
sducated youth started gquiting
dawn at Amathl under a red-hot
marcilessaun. Coming from big
citles Iske Dwlhi, Bombay, Patng,
Indare, Simie, Jaigur, Changdigarh,
e, used to the comifors and
|dhuries provided by the Zh
contury, thesa yourngmen startad
spreading out Inta tha naghbout
ing villages of Amethi on foat. In
the beginping the  villagers
thought  that thess  city-lads
woild saan esllapse befors the
pural way, of life snd beat a hasty
reitenl.  Bul  thelr misgivings
turned inte amisement whan they
found that the clty-bays not only
liwad in ihe villages but alzo tran-
stormed every village with which
they came into contact  Thesa
youngman put & number of small
villapes on the road map of Uftar
Pradesh and  made the villagam
aware of thelr rights snd duties
in the bargaln. Tha inupiration
ol harnessing these youth in this
constructive direction wad given
By their Imader Shi Sanjay Gandhi
The Youth Congross sccorded
the top prionty to tha impleman-
tallon ol this pointer from their
fender. Shn Maheash Joahi, the
gratwhiln Ganeral  Secretary of
{hie Ofganisation and now ong of
tha senior membars of s natisn-
ol councilshoulderad the reapon-
aibillty of making an affectiyve he
ginning In the constructive move-
mani towards  rural recopsirie-
tan,

A soon as Shil Mahash Joshi
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THE HISTORIC
RURAL CAMP
OF INDIAN
YOUTH
CONGRESS
AT AMETHI

and his collsagued got a go-ahead
gignal, & camp was pitchad in the
Amethi tehell of Sultanpur dis-
trict of Uttar Pradash.  The vil-
Ieges im this part of Uttar Pradesh
are more backward and the farm-
ers mors simple than anywhare
olge,  The lite led by them is al-
most (deptically  bumdrpm, Bt
each amall village remains isa=
|ated from the others. Whatever
roads avist are merely the tumb-
hing bullock cart tracks, To send
children o school isa problam
hars and 1§ 18 well neigh impossi-
ble to rush & serlously alling
palient even jo & neighbouring
tawn,

It was with o view 1o Lackiing
the problem of backwardnass in
such on arsu that Indian Youth
Conpress choze Amethi as the
faunching ground af s rurai up-
liliment programime. Under a
hot blating Sun, theee miles 2way
from Amaihl In the small ul”i.-gq
of Kharona, Shri Sanjay Gandhi
inaugurated this valuntary labour
camp by using & shovel hime-

satf. Since then Uil the final
day of the camp shovels
and  pick-azes  remained  in

action. Be it mornleg o evening
the faeling 10 work with doubled
anthusissm persisted, Tho two
conyveners af the camp, Shri
Mehaeh Joghi and Shel Shiv Pra-
fwp Mishra hed only one worry—
how to siop their tsam from over
straining themsolves. That this
{woraome was also busy with the
shovels and pick-anes throughoot

e



ihve day l= anoiher matter, Otten
tha campess would go' back to
work ut 3 A. M. In soothing
moanlight.  In sun, everybody
wai ntoslcated with tha farvour
o work. Thin was the reagon
wihy avery camper, who would
inbiin to this eity, would be relat-
ing  hig sipariences with soch
excitemant and joy thal a new
bateh would sl clamouting bor
Amsthl,  Bhri Shiy Pratap Mishra
nit anly kept lhe eiuberance of
his comrades in proper contral,
bul nlso [ived up. o hin loving
nich-namm, “Hata™ by providing
8l mecossary things asnd main-
alning the morale and onthusio-
sm of the campeis with his ink
mitakile charm,

Muoaitly 2500 youngmen particls
pated In this voluntary senvico
camp, Thay levalled tha hard,

Painft Bulil Wroegh Srramadea and s
dug far pharting saplings by the you
woriees of Amelhl Volimlary Labio
Camp

Pavtmg o way dnr The iecansiruetive of rursl lndi with 8 shees| i0 hand, Tha
veln camp-chisie, Shrl Shiv Pradep Mislue (buspoctaciod] and Shri Matnaty
diti Ewlihy Frands on saaint) wee sean in e plotuns

An n pait ol the daily programma,
tho participanis would (et'up st

uneyen giound and dog pitsin
which saphngs would Be planted
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SHRAMDAN

2 Lipk road from Armatht o
Baidspur
Buildors Bunjab, Mad-
fipm pradenk  and  Uilar
Pradeah
Duration - & days
Langth 4 Kilomatras

ROADS

BUILT
THROUGH

Raoud inking village-Kherana

ts  Amathi=Durgapur  TEn
raad
Bullders : Delfii. | Utar
Pradesh
Duratan 10/ days
Langth 1 Kilometie

400 youth werknre donated
|baur daiky

A80 youth warkers dahated

ot dally.
[Local youth toos
constructon war imter and
completad the road 1

oyer the

Road Mnaking yillmge-Parsa-
ull b amethi-Durgapur main
read

Builders - Matlhya Pra-

dash

Duratlan 1 T dayy

Leadgth 15 Kilomalres

B3 youth werhers donmtad
Iatour daily.

Raad limhing il lage-Saral
Rajuhah 1o Aveathl-Dhurgo:
pur main road.
Bullders Punjak
Duratlan T dayh
Length 14 Kilomnires

108 youth withers donated
inlyaue daily,

& A. M. and work for Tour hours
Gl lanch fifme.  The simple lood
which was sorved 10 them wai pro-
pared 0 the camp. Alter lunch,
they o uld vish e vlllages and
tegin teaching the alphabatl,

The e of thi chmpars WAS
i modal of discipling But they
alen mized frealy with the villia-
gers, gossiped with them and
wore movad by the  love nnd
regard the =lmple yillngers hod
for them. Thus, almost I g bt
heartadly these youngman Bailt
|k roads £3 kma, long and dug
B,00e pits lor tha planting of iraas
Toking a cua from these young-
man, the villagess alue dug mors
than. 2000 pits for sapiings. Lacal
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poople. have g5t the tamot (-1
planting 10,000 saglings during
this monscon.

Tha Camp-mn-Chargs, Shr
Mahenh Joshi, teld thia corress
pondeni that 184 youlh from
Cralkil, 188 from Ponjab, 119 from
Madhya Pradesh, 104 from Harya-
na, 85 from Fajesthan, 0 {rom
Himachal Pradssh, 10 from Bihar
and 1138 from Uttar Pradesh
participated 0 the  camg. 300
youngman fram Sultanput district
holged in the wnlunlary netivifign.
Bebides building roads and dig-
ging pile the campers carried out
s campaign of cheanliness and
masg-coniact in  the villages.
They esplained the Prima Minks-



ter's Now Etonomic Programme

and Shrl Sanjoy Gandhi's Sotia-

Cultural programme o the vilia-

gers, popularised tham and algo

understood the problems of the
and

tles and sgencien. Thess ¥oung-
mon worked |n the villages of
Kharona, Sarp) Rajshah, Parsaf|,
Karond, Swral Kandha, Hathkila
Wanthar, Pat), Fulapur, Parsaba,
Banipur, Ramnaga:, Sarai Khama,
Piure Datta Mighra, Mahmudpyr,
Gopalpur, Thara (the village of
Daky Barsati), Pithosia, Bandoiya,
..lqtmuun.dunuln Ramnagar, Ral-
bury Phulbwigs, Kushi tali, Rankir

Migar, Pandit Ka Purwa, Katra
Hulami, Doy Patan, Gahri, Mahua
Tall, Jungla Tiksi, Thegaha, Shy-
hulpir, Kasara, Tarapur, Mesrall,
Ramnath pury Bhartipur, Muniga-
pur, Barhaipur, Mangalpur, Purey
Nasthan Shykia, Bisambhargyir,
Tl'llthudhll'. Kushrim'  Girdhar
Shah, Chachkapur, Kurwa, Katra
Rajn  Himmag Singh, Gungall,
Musaiti, Uttar Goon, Amerua in
the region, They also telt that
thore was an Acule scarcity of
fonds, irrigationa| faciitles, elec.
tricity, drinking water and schoa)s
far girle, '

No longer
Towns

The impact o

Behind  the

the camps

tould be gauged by the comments
af tho Villsgors. Shei Ra| Marain
Tiwarl, the 105 yoars old Pradhan
of Hatkils village Panchayat for

the lagy 25 yoors safd, “Baby,
noaw our village 75 in e wiy jn-
Teriar to Rai Bareily. In this lang
life of mine, | neyer AW 8o many
Elty-youths in the villdge-avan i
& man lrom the city would come
he would hardly condescend 1o
talk 1 ys, Buf; Wah, these
youngsters bullt roads by tha
Nelds, Clsangas the villages. 1
Is all Sanjayji's ben evalencs,"

Bhri Ram Maresh Shuhla, the
Pradhan of Kharana Village said
tnist what could possibly nol be
fccomplidhed in 5 years, the
Young voluntsers achisved |n less
than two monthg, For the firs)
wes  compeilad 1o
bellave thet even the city-dwel-
lars copld wark 5o hard,

Shrl Mahades Prasag, Wice-
Pradhan of Parsoll villaga saig
that the youth taught many an aig
parsen lo read and write. Thay
Lreatnd, in  the children ap
interest in studying and on lop of
ihat they informed the farmers of
the sssistanca Ihey could get
trom the govern ment,
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& Road

5 Road linking inter Collaga
to  Amethi-Dhammaur main
road, _

Builders : Uttar Pradesh

BDuration : 34 daya

Length 2 Kilemetres

100 youth workers donated

labour daily,

linking village Pura

Drutta Mishra to Amethi-Mu-

nahigan| main road,
Bullders Punjab
Dutation : g days
Length ; 44 Kilomsiras
T2 youth warkers donated
labour dally,

Resldents of tha villages
alse contributed thair labour
undsr the Inspiration  ang
direction of the Shibir-in
Charga.

7. Road linking Pure Natthap

Shukla 1o Amethi-Kakaws
main read.
Langth 1 Km.

Built by—Gram Natthan Shy-

kla Nav Yuvak Sangh under
the direction of Dy, Shital
Prassd Shukla.

8. Road linking Mehmudpur 1o

Amethi-Dhammaur main
road,
Length 2 Km.
Direction :  Shei Ayub
Khan

9. Road linking Harijan Colany
¥id village—Hathkila 1o Ama-
thi-Durgapur main road.

Langth 1 Km.

Diraction : Shy Ra| Nar-
Al Tiwari, Chiat of the
Villaga Panchayat,

The Village-Chied Is 108
Yoars old and |s Iying In
haspital. Since the incag.




