BJP-RSS Relationship:Some

K—:shuwmj Baljram
Hedgewar, was very clear
in'his mind about the relationship
hetween the Raothiriya
Swayamsovek Sangh (RSS), that
he founded, and the individusls
including leaders. In the
Declarmtion Document of 1933
Hedgewar made it specific: “ltis
very necessary for discipline and
functloning that swayhmsevaks
should obey the orders of the
panghsanchulak withow asking
any question. The Sangh would
never allow a situation in which
‘the nose ring becomes heavier
than the nose.” This is the
mystery of the Sangh.”

Have Aial Bihari Vajpaves,
Lal Krishan Advani, Pramod
Mahajan and Venkaiah Naidu,
who feel honoured by calling
themselves swayamaevaks
forgotten this basic Declaration
Doeument of the Sangh after
acquiring power? 1Mot can they
announce that they wounld
completely sovere their
relations with the Sangh”
Even though they may
like to do 5o, they cannol
adopt  the second
aliernative hecause it is
difficulit 1o change their
mirnd and heart oy this

Questions

Alok Mehta

Alok Mehta hai raised some basic and important questions and
Isstiis thir need to be debared and deliberated widely. We would
like to receive the comments, vigws and opinions of readers for

iblieation in owe next 16Uy

always derived his suppart from
the socialists and extremists,
woels support to remain in power
from Sarsanghchalak Sudershanyi
and m the by lanes of Ayodhyn,
how can Advani's Venkainh
gropp  enkure  three-fournh
majority In the next general
glection v BIPT Therefore, Lal
K rishun Advini may not obide by
the order of the RSS 1o resign
fram the pest of President of the
BIP for the time being. but he
may not be able t avoid it for
Jiam,

In the subsequent
develapment of events Advani
supporters have begun 1o plead
that immediately it would be
diffieult to give a replacement to
Advani. Countering this argument
one of thi senior pracharnks of
the Sangh quoted an apecdote
that the former Sarsanghechalak
Guru Golvalkar narrated (o
swayamuevaks on 23 Novemhbar
1970 in Delhi. The anecdote was:

In the Declaration Document of 1933
Hedgewar made it specific: 1t is very necessary
JSor discipline and functioning that
swayamsevaks should obey the orders of the
sunghsanchalak without asking any question.
The Sangh would never alfow a situation in
which 'the wose ring becomes heavier tham the

“Une camel was being taken
fram one plice to another. The
petson walking ashead dropped
the string tied 1o the poye of the
camel. The string was crawling
with the camel. A mouse that hid
Just come oul of his hole picked
up the sting ond started moving
with the camel. While walking
ahead of the camel he taunted at
ihe camel: Conld vou see my
might? You are so huge still 1 am
pulling you™

Churitfi further commented:
“Char oreanlsation is functioning
well and if | a5y with pride that |
am responsible for that then my
mind would be that of & mouse
und pever mine. Therefore no one

should consider  himself
indispensuble liar an
vrgnnisation.”

When Guruji could not take
the ceedil for the functioning of
the Sungh even being the head
af it, how can a person after
leaving: the Sangh make an
organisation function
single-handed? In fagt
Advani and Naidu both
have antagonised o large
number of pracharaks
and loyal swayamsevaks
of the Sangh, and the
honest workers and

age. When Geargpe " : - " regional leaders of BIP
Fernendes, who has sove.” Thit irtha ngpsary af the Sangs that all are warting m the
il e = Auisi Fiike




e e 0 e e ot e ([ 41 el
felt like firw iria hawankund _(N¢ Congress Party, the BIPE also ol 4 oh v Vashwant
in the courlyards of these Jacing the serious succession problem gl i nrs participating in

two orgamisations. The
patiense of Sudershan]i and
Molan Bhapwat has not
given way in w jiffy. The
utatement on dinnah was just an
cxouse, Al best §l was a
culncidence, In the Advani-
WNaldu reginic many leaders like
Murli Manohar Joshi, Shanta
Kumur, Fyareylnl Khendelwal,
Bangary Lakshman, Keshobhai
Fatel. ima BHartl, Yashwant
Sinha and Babulal Marandi have
felt insulted time und again,
Sangh is alse unhappy becnise
many BIP leuders weee hehaving
Iike a horse withowi bridle when
they were in power

Sengh tolermted dropping of
durdin items on ils agendh like
Ram mandir in  Ayodhya,
appropriate pluce for the national
lanpuage—Hindi, and the
skrapping of Article 370 because
of the: compulsions of the
caalition governtment. But it did
st npeproy g the distunce the BIP
drented with the senior leaders
of Vishva Hindu Parishad, 1t also
did not lke the way the BIP tried
o appease the minoritles in the
Congress divle. When it became
oo moch, the Sangh leaders had
o intervene. Sangh lias always
given uimost imporience to
choracter and disgipline in the
arganisation and the leaders
dedire that BIP stould not
becoine a carbon copy of the
Congress. They wani. the
leudership ol the BJP in the hands
of these persons who wee [ighiers
anid full of lite, bave clarity aof
views, nnd strong determination,
Their personal and public
charagier shouid be impeccable,

v is Interabiling thal many of

that may canse mafor clash gmong top

Ieaders af the second rimg,

the senior lgaders of the BJP
show thewr commitment to the
idenlogy and leaders of the Sang|y
b theie public statements but are
i reality they nol willing o come
oul of the politics of convenience,
They aceepr the agendn of
Hindutva in the party for voles
but plead liberalism in their
speeches 1o get the suppon of the
sither parties in ihe NDA. Muny
af the supporiars of Advaal
believe in mysticism associnted
with him and expect thar he
wiralld et o reprieve Ll the Bihar
glections and the completion of
the Golden jubilee of the Party.
Mhey alio feel thay there would
be significant developments in
the Government st the Center.
They are still not able to believe
that the BIEP would remain gut of
pawer for the next three-four
vedars and Advanl may nat
bictime the Prime Minlster in the
wear [uture, That is the reason
that despite heavy pressure from
the Sangh they want Advani o
hold on to batl the positions—ila
BUP Presidont and the Leader of
the Oppoxition,

Another impurtam (et is
thiat lke the Congress Party, the
BJP is also faging the seribus
succesnion problem that may
enuse mujor clash among top
lenders al the secmml rung.

Leaders ol Advani wnd
Vaogpayee groups do not want
anyone elie but him or her to be
the Party Presiden). Jaswopi
Singh, Murli Mahohir Joshi,
Marendra Modi, Kajnath, Singh,
Sushima Swaraj, Lima Bharti,

the Presidential race, The
Sangh wanls to lest the real
ametle of the person before
agreeing to the persan 1o be the
Frepident. The Sangh is cautious

‘because it never expected that

Advan| would chiunge sidés and
would put on o mask of a liberal,
The Sangh leaders are euphoric
because they believe thar the
Copgress has great scarcity of
uhle leaders: They are imagining
thair old swavampevaks in the
corritdors af power as alternate
front ranking leaders, Though
BIP and VHP are posed ds
automomoys units, Hey wan
their swayamsevaks o saerifice
every thing to achieve the
Hegdewer's droam ol a'*Hindu
Rasbura' (Hindu Nation), But the
renl question s, can the BJP
redlly aequlre power single-
heandedly an the basis of o
conservative agenda  of
Hindutva, Hinda Nation, and a
commaon eivil code™ IF it were
possible, the nexi question would
bo, how much would be the
credibility and ncceprability of
such a government in the
conlemporary  Internslionsl
seenaria™ And, the next would be,
whether the next round of
‘pulling each other's leps’
activitles would bring solice to
the society and polity ar would
make 1t more poisonous? Only
thore who are sssociuted with the
political systetn should find oul
the answers '
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